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SUBJECT:. Vieit to Netherlends of Senator e4illic Snith ond “teff Menbers 
or wenate Judiciary Cocuittee 


Lenator .jillis faith, accompanied by irs. :wzith and five ee 
of the uonete Judictery Comittee ateff, orrived et Sehiphol csirport, 
ansterdam, from Gslo at 2:00 pem. Tusadey, ceptember 9. The proup 
was mot at the airport by the control officer, end driven to a hotel 
in ihe Hague. «at 4:50 the #roup attended an informal briefine session 
in the ambassador's offiee. ithe briefing consisted of an outline 
by the .iabassecor of the politice1 snd economic cituetion in the 
Hetnerlendis, with speeisl eiphesis on the Netherlands’ surplus 
populetion problai. The Chief of the oc,. Mission and the Embasay*ta 
wilitery Atteche also uede short statements and answered questions | 
from the wenator and Mr, dticherd Arens. 

tha .enator seid he realized that settlor.ent or integretion of 
refugees and escapess wos net 4 problan in the netherlands, but he 
seid that the sroup had anyway wantcd to come to Holland to make 
vertcoin thet 1t hed not overlooked any source of informetion on the 
subject during ite visit to furose. ‘the benator and Mr. arene were 
ec <iven en envelope conteining background meteriel which it wes 
wooueht nicht be of interest to the Subcommittees, For the Depart} 
ment's information, an envelope conteining the same meteriel is 
att: ched cS an enclosure to this despatch. 


after the briefing setsion, the group attonded a reception in 
their honor from 5:30 to 7:30 et the smbessador's residence, ‘The 
reos tion afforded the Senator and Judiciary Committees ataff menbers 
un opportunity to meet ond talk with br. Le Jd. ie Beel, Deputy 
etine sinistor, with a nunber of members of the Second Chamber, with 
puteh Governient officiels werking in the subcomaittee's field of 
interest, and with Austrelinn and Canadian Immigration officielle 
stationed in the Hasue. As the Senator and his pyerty hed head to 
get up et about 5:50 that morning to catch the plene froa Oslo, 
nothing was scheduled for tle reveinder of the evening. 


for pevoral hours efter the wenetor’s arrival the Senator and 
reso mith and the eteff menvers were considerably inconvenienced 
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by the non-arrival of belf of their baggege, that part which hed been 
gent from Oslo by air freight, The group had been told at the aire | 
port in Osle that the baggage sont as air freight would go on the 

geme plans, tut as there was a change of planes en route in Copenhages, 
the baggage caper by air froight wae evidently off-loeded there, ané 
held for a freight plane later in the day. Yortunutely, the freight 
DPiene arrived a little after 9:00 p.m, #0 that the Rnbassy was 

finally able to deliver the bage to the Senator st about 11:00 pelts 


The following Gay, Wednesday, September 10, the senator anf the 
Committees staff members attonded a oeeting of Dutch Goverment 
efficials and private ecenomistse interested in refugee questions. 

The meeting woe held in the Ministry cf Foroign sffairs, under the 
ohairn of Drs Bo 0. Baron ven Boetzeleer, Chief of the General 
Affaire office of the Maistry. Baron van Hootzelasr opensd the 
mecting with a atatemsnt explaining what the Netherlands Government 
has done to help solve the refugee problem. A sopy of this statanent | 
4s attached as en enclosure to this despatch. It has been classified 
RESTRICTED at the vequest of Baron van Hoetzelaer because it contaias 
& diseuesion of the Datch Government's activitios in taking care of 


Senator Smith replied to Baron vam Boetzeleer with a few wots 
expleining the purposes of cenate Resolution 326, after which Mr. Richard 
arene of the Judiciary Committee Staff asked some questions about 
the number and categories of refugees in the Netherlands. As some 
of the figurce cited by Baron van Koetzeleer did not agree omy lary ve 
with others given in the course of the meting, the butch promieed — a 
to put together som more detailed stetiatics on tie subject, aa@ to — 


send these statistics to Mx. Arens in the next few weeks. : 


. The rest of the meting was given over to a lengthy discussion 

of the merits of the Sonne Plen for integrating ethnic German 

refugees into the West German eccnouy. ‘the consensus of Duteh = 
opinion was that the plan was economically feasible, and that, if : 
counterpart funds were available to help finance it, it could 

robably be put late effeot withcut any great risk of bringing on 
nfletion in Germany. In rosponse to a request By Mr. Aress, _ 
Mr, J. Tinbergen, Director of the Netherlanés Governuent Centre? 

Plen Sureau, promised to write a short statement giving his persenni, 
views on the feasibility of the Sonne plan, Mr. Tinbergen was # 
monber of the Economic Committees of experts appointed by the German. 
Government to give seavice to the group drawing up the Sonne plat. 
Mr, Tinbergen wil send the statem nt to Mr. Amens vie the Bubasay 
esonetime during the next few weeks. 


{The meeting ended with a few gensre] remarks by Senator Salta. 
The Senator painted a sembor ploture of the econcmic difficulties — 
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| fecing the United Stetes at the present tine. He sald that the | 

por capita public debt of the United Gtates woo much higher than 
anywhere elae, thet unemployment in the United States wos much 
higher percentageevise than in meny juropean countries {ineluding 
the Nethorlends), and that the tax burden in the United States 
was truly staggerins. These focts, the senator said, mede 1t 
impousible fer the United States to permit any reclly lerge-scale 
imaigretion. The Uenator qualified this, however, by seying that 
Dutch farmers were atill welcome in the United States, and thet 
there wero in fact several colonies of BE eee Dutch-oricin. 
farmers in his ow state of North terolinna. 


After the meeting at the i:dnistry, tho “enator and his party 
Went sichteseeing ebout the Hague, cnd then hed lunch at their hotel. 
At four in the efternoon, they returned to the Aubessador's office — 
to attend a mucoeting with dr. G&G. ¢. van Heuven Goedhart, the United 
Nations digh Commissioner for kefusees. Hr. Goadhart head flown to 
the Hethorlends from Geneva specially to see the senator and the 
Committees itaff. A memorandum of conversation reporting on the 
mosting with the High Comsissioncr is attached as an enclosure to 
this despotche. 


- In the evening senetor ond Kre. uinith wore entertained at dinner 
by the Deputy Chief of iiission, Counselor 1. C. Trimble. 


The only item in the program for the morning of Thuradey,. 
Septenber LL, waa a visit to the Permanent Court of International 
dustice, Genator Goith eylled on the First Secratery of Court, 
ir. J. F. Lalive, and discussed zenerel legal questions with hin. 
In the afternoon, venator smith and his porty ert The Hague by car 
for Brussels. Two automobiles were provided by the Embagay and ong 

\ by the ISA Mission. 


A Ueteleds prefs Prolesss on the wonator’s visit was issued some. 
faye beforo his arrival. <A repedizr from the Soclelist dally “Het. 
Paroolk” interviewed ths oenstor on his arrival at the airport, but 
neither “Het Parool” nor ee Lute newspaper carried any 
articles on the visit. 


The Senator appeared pleesed with his yisit to the Netherlands, 
In conversations with butch officials he several times paid the 
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lassification 


Retherlends the usuel compliment of naming it with Switzerlend 
and. tho Scen@inavian countries as one of the nations which 
impressed him most favorably in his trip to sgurcpe. 


Approved by: For the Ambassador: 
Mearetde Mk 4 a7 FoI DN piace 

Harold H, Rhodes, chante 4 A. Donovan, 

First secretary of Enbassy Second Seerstary of Babesey 

Enclosures; 


i. Speech of Baron van Bootzelser of 
Ministry of Foraign affeirs, at 
meetins of experts, Kinistry of 

Foreien /ffeirs, September 10, 

2, Memorandum of conversation on meet- 
ing between sub-committes and UN 
Hish Comslesioner for skefugeses, 
September 10. 

3. Enveleps conteining backeround 
material on Netherlands given to 

Senator Gaith and hr. Richard Arons, 
Septenber Po 


Qriginel, Mat, Copy to Lopertment 


@0 with duclosures 1 and 2: WoA, Tho Heegue 
émConGenersal, Jsusterdam 
AmConsulate, Rotterdam, 
amConGeneral, Geneva 
HigoG, Bonn 
amiubassy, Athens 


Amgabassy, Vienna 
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Speech of Dr. £.G, Baron van Beetzelaer 
at the experts! mesting with 

senator tillie Suith and company, 
ostsoned of etm Affaires, 


A Wery inportent mission has been entrusted to you: to study 
and try to find a solution to the problem of those who find their way 
through the iron curtain. You sim the well-being of souragsous . 
al pes who seek the democratic freedom and may onforce the democratic 
nations. ° 


I, however, have to warn you that you will find few matericlis 
for your study in our country as luckily the Netherlends do not border 
on the iron curtain. 


I think it is needless to point out that there is a great ; 
difference between a country which is the first country of refuge and 
a country which ig remote from the danger zone. The first country 
of refuge is ~ if I may say so - morally bound to accept as many 
refugess as possible, unless, however, such misses of rofugess ask ; 
aeylun that the admittance would lead to a political and economic oT 
aeatruoction of the country of refuge. If, on the other hand, refugees — 
gek to enter a rasiote country, the question cen be dealt with in another 
way and the economic situation end the safoty of the country concerned 
heve to be taken care of. No refuges would be better off if his 
transfer would only result into another stay in a camp without any 
popaibility of finding work. . 


The Netherlends heve been in the position of first country of 
refuge in the yaars after 1933 when about 20 thousand German dewe 
found asylum in our country. Alas, 16000 of them perished during 
the war, others were able to emigrate to overseas countrics, some 
thousands are still ataying in this country. <Aftor the war the 
Netherlands were no longer a first country of refuge. Nevertheless 
ebout 2.500 mewhera of the Polish liboration army, who asked for 
asylum, were allowed to settle in this country, tiny of them are 
eneeved ac miners. Through IRo our Govermient accopted about 4.000 
refugees from camps in Germeny. In total you moy find about 7 to 
8,000 refugees in tha Netherlands. This figure may seom a amall one 
to you. Anyhow it does not indicate that we ere not interested ia 
the problem. The apperl addressed in September 1951 by our Queen to 
your President, to which Mr. Truman answered in suck a sympathetic 
way, is a first proof of the contrary. For further proof, 2 wiil 
heave to provide you with some other figures. According te the census 
of 19206 the population of the Netherlands emounted to about 6.865.000, 
in 1949 to 10,026,000, during the last years the population iacreased 
at a rata of about 120.000 per vgn The density of the population 

| an the Netherlands wae 309.5 per KM“ in 1949. I believe you will 
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fin® a greater density of population in some parts of Asia and in | 
the Leland of Zava only. The problem of feeding thoir population 
becomes more and more sertous for the Netherlends, ‘this problem 

ean only partly be met by the developuent of sources of Livelihood, 
in partiouler by industrialisation. The developaent of these sources 
hes relatively legged behind the population ineroase owing to national 
and tinternetional economic dislocation and the changed relations 
between the Netherlands and Indonesia. 


Enigretion, sepecialiy to overseas countries, 4s another important 
and necessary means of alleviating the burden of population increase. 
We aim at en emigration of about 66,000 people per annum. 


I hope thet in the light of the above you will understand that 
our rolatively saull figure of refugees is not due to a lack of 
understanding the importance of the problem but to the impossibility 
ef feeding and housing large quantities of nevoanuers. Nevertheless 
we take our part in the generel rasponeibility whonever it seems 
possibic. So recently we offercd hospitebility to a fow hundreds of 
‘herd core” cases of the camps in Germany. To refugees who waat to 
emigrate the same facilities are being granted as to our own people. 


So far I have mostly dealt with the refugee problem as it was. 
under IRG responsibility, What I told you about the general conditions 
of our country applics also to the part wo can take in the solution 
ef the problem of the neo-refugees who are of your concern. Not being. 
a first country of refuge we are - generally speaking < net directly 
faced with this problem. I may mention a few Polish seamen trying to 
leave their ships in cur harbours, AS cormuniem hes wany ueens to 
send its emisseries over the wortd, the Netherlands ceuthorities have 
to be extreuely careful in allowing thoss seamen to go ashore. 


& wey in which we offer some help to new refugees is by 
assisting refugee students. Ia the spring of 1946 a university 
institution, the "Universitair Asyl Fund", which makes it its ain 
to give Kuropean refuges students an opportunity of pursuing their 
atudies in the Netherlands was established. The funds, secesaery 
for the study of these students are obtained from Netherlands Students 
ana those who have finished their studies and from various concerns, 
othor institutions and private persona. No subsidy is given by the 
State, but atudents are boing sxempted fron paying university fees. 
On November lst, 1950, 66 studente, of whom about 50% were Czechs, 
studios under the euapices of the "U.A-F."} on October Slat, 1951 
this number hed declined to 36. A number of students finished their 
studies (6), sone other students left this country for emigration — 
purposes (af, end sora students, whose atudies were not successful, 
were assisted in finding a job. 


Finally I should like to mention another sontribution of our 
[seeoument, but here I hava to talk "eff the recoré™ and ask you to | 
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ie no mention of it in your report, as it would be most 
éstrinental to those concerned. You will remember that efter . 
World War I, wheg luckily we remained neutral, many undernourished 
Bungariean children wore reeoived by Dutch femilies to recever their 
health. The bonds so orcated lasted for years ofterwards. When 
gumours penetrated on the mass deportations in Hungary many Dutch 
feailies wanted to offer hospitability to their unfortunate Hungarian ; 
friends. The Netherlands Governuent approved the settlement of : 
ebout 200 Hungariens, whose lives wore endangered, under condition 
that their heusing and livelihood are guaranteed. The Nethorlands 
Minister in Budapest was instructed to eppreach the Hungarien Govern 
mont on this matter but it was flatly rejected as interference with 
internal Hungarian sffairs and our Minister yas indoctrinated in the 
Denefits of ocumuniam. The only thing thet our Minister could do 
after this rebuff was toe issue prea-visea to those Hungertans who 
fulfilled the vonditions set forth by our Government; on thess 
pre-visa tha people concerned could try to get the necessary papers 
to leave their country. Needless to say that one of the benefits 
of camunism consists in impeding as mich as possible to fly from 
this paradise on earth. Since July ‘Sl 110 pre-visa heve been 
granted, but up till now only 8 of them have been able to leave —- 
Hungary. The atory I just told you would be ao splendid propaganda 
ageinst cammuninm; however we did act want and still do not want 
to have it used as propaganda materiel because this would heave 
moant an absolute stop on amy reguler departure froma Hungary to 
the Netherlende, Thet is the reason why I asked for your @ 
before telling you this episode. 


a 7 _ 
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Participants: 


Senator Willies Smith 


Mr. William G. Trimble, Counselor of Eubassy | 
Mr. Thomas A, Dosovan, Second Secretary 


The meeting opensd with statements by Senator Smith and | 
lie. Richerd Arene thanking Dr. Goedhart for coming to the Netherlands. — 
ir. Arens then asked Dr. Geedhart whet he thought of the Sonne Plen — 
for integrating ethnie Geruen refugees into the economy of Vest 
Germany. Mr. Arens @aid thet the sub-committee had been vory much — 
egy Senet by the plan ae it hed been deseribed to the sub-committes 


oo 


‘Dr. Goedhert replied that he thought the plan was a good one, but 
thet, as natters now stood, two changes shoul be mide in the plen. 


in the first place, the plan needed to be brought ap to date, 
fhe plan had been ees ted more than two yooars ago. In this tine 
there hed been many changes in the eoonomic situation in Germany. 
Dr. Goedhart di¢@ not know in what particulars the plen was perha: 
out-of-date, but he said it would no doubt be oasy snough to revise — 
4t sufficiently to take better account of present-day theadiizthan the 
eriginel version of the plam sould @o. 


In the second place, the Sonne plen or something like the Sonne 
plan should be applied in Austria. The number of refugees in Austria 
wee smaller percentage-wise than in Germany, but the political — 
4mportence of Austrin made it especially necessary to do ever thing 
possible for refugees there. Dr. Gosdhart seid that the existences 
of a large body of unassimilated refugees was a real denger to the 
political stability of Austria. ‘The exposed geographical position 
of sustrie made it absolutely essential that this threat to the 
political stability of Austria not be sliewed te contiaue. 


Br. Gosdhart then described some of his own plane ae UN High 
Comaiseioner for Refugees. He said thet he planned to use «a large | 


Approved For Release 2R000300120053-1 


a4 Page ___of 


es cre 2 


| r Release 2O02IOBIBRFIA-RDPS1-00682R0002004 DORE ETT mag 
From. eo 


part of the money he had receutly been given by the fori | o 
Foundation in setting up salf-help projects in Austria. Ar os 
examples of sueh projects, he deseribed a echene vheraby unused 

ferm land would be rented and wade available te refugee fammra, 

and a plen whereby tools would be boucht to enable refugee glass 
workers to earn their own livings. ‘the High Commissioner laid 
pertioular stress on the fact that this program woe based on the 
assumption that the main answor to tho refugee problicm ws 
assinilation in the countries the refusess were now in. 


Mir. Avens said thet it was refreshing to hear such good sense 
Spoken for a changes, ae the sub-camittes esreed completely with 
the High Commissioner that integration of the refugees woes the only 
answor to the problem. 


Dr. Goedhart repiied thet this was a point he hed long felt 

stron ye ani thet in the past too many people had overlosked the. 
_. mecessity of helping integrate refugees into the economies of the 
countries the refugees were in. He said he could not agree, however,” 
that integration was the only answer. In his view, integration should 3 
~, take care of fram 75 to 85 per cent of the refugees, but emigration = __ 
Was probably the enswor fer the ramsinder. Pt ay 


Mr. Avens said he hoped Dr. Goedhart would be able to ome to 
the United States to testify before the sub-committes early next 
yeor, 68 his point of view should be better mown in the States. 
iy. Arens @eid that the Walter Committes head returned from Burope 
last yoar with the message that the United States must giva stilt 
more vises to refugees. The prasent sub-committees, on the gontrary, 
Wes convinced that visas wore not the answer, and that integratios — 
Hag the anawer. The sub-committe 6 intended to do what it could te 

et this point across in the States. Mr. Arens then oriticized the 
pro-amigration and anti-integration bias of Americans who hed been 
aseocieted with IRO in the past. Ms 


Dro Geadhart replied thet it was true that many officials at 
the lower levels tenied to think only in terns of getting nore vieas 
for the refugees, but that at the higher levels he was sure there wes 
nov and hod for a long time been a full eppreciation of tho ; ancy 
of integretion. Dr. Goodhart said he would be glad to cane bef 
the sub-committee in Washington, and that it wouldn’t be necesaar 
to subpoena lim, as Mr. arens hed jokingly suggested » @8 he already 
plenned te visit the Stetes in a few months. 


The meeting ended with a promise by Dr. Gosdbart te send the 


sub-committes sone statiatica on the re provlem in Greece and 
eLsevhers and some detalls es te his plane for tri«l projeets te 
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ta, integrete ‘Sihienon inte the sestern Europson economy. the he oe 
offer to send the stetistics arnss cut of @ vamark thet 
Er. Goedhert had més. to the effact that the refuges rrobism es 
Massa ond ee Arens hed. 


in Greece vas partionleriv aLTT 2 Oud Y 2 
7 contested this, seyine that shey bed + YY Vr, Venosuote 
ee { Venizelos) in Athans thet refugees wee ao Lanesa: maak of @ 
oe ‘problem in Greece. Dr. Gosdheart sak be rv i the auubers were - 
+ te, bet seid that in preportion to POuc 2G avaliable te 


oare for tha refucoos, the probiem in Greece was obili very serious. 


og 
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